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COLORADO COLLEGE HOSTS 13th
SONDERMANN PRESIDENTIAL SYMPOSIUM

 Signature CC program kicks off with Donna Brazile

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. –Aug. 24, 2016 – Colorado College’s 2016 Sondermann Presidential Symposium, held every four years during the presidential election, brings an array of well-known political commentators and experts to Colorado Springs. This year’s symposium, the 13th in a series that has become a signature college program, kicks off Sept. 1 with political strategist Donna Brazile; other speakers include David Axelrod, Eric Sondermann, Vince Bzdek, Bob Loevy, Tom Cronin, Gwen Ifill, Jamelle Bouie and Newt Gingrich.

The symposium is named for Fred Sondermann, who taught political science at Colorado College from 1953 until his death in 1978.  A legendary teacher and nationally recognized scholar, he conceived the idea for a presidency symposium and directed the first one in 1968, and continued to do so through 1976. Sondermann sought to discuss current political issues as well as analyze the role of the presidency in modern American politics both domestic and foreign. 

This year’s symposium events include:

Donna Brazile 7 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 1:
Veteran Democratic political strategist Donna Brazile is an adjunct professor, author, syndicated columnist, television political commentator, and is currently serving as Interim Chairwoman for the Democratic National Committee (DNC).  Aside from working to rebuild her beloved hometown of New Orleans, Brazile’s passion is encouraging young people to vote, to work within the system to strengthen it and to run for public office. Since 2000, Brazile has lectured at more than 185 colleges and universities across the country on such topics as “Inspiring Civility in American Politics,” “Race Relations in the Age of Obama,” “Why Diversity Matters” and “Women in American Politics.” Brazile is founder and managing director of Brazile & Associates LLC, a general consulting, grassroots advocacy, and training firm based in Washington, D.C.
Kathryn Mohrman Theatre, 14 E. Cache La Poudre St. Free and open to the public.


Symposium Panel Noon to 1:15 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 6:
Colorado Politics 2016: The Big Races and the Ballot Issues, featuring  Eric Sondermann, noted political consultant, Denver TV commentator, and aide to former Gov. Dick Lamm; Vince Bzdek, author, editor-in-chief of The Gazette and former editor at The Washington Post; Robert Loevy, author of 10 books on elections, the presidency and Colorado; and Tom Cronin, McHugh Professor of American Institutions and Leadership at Colorado College.
Bemis Hall, 920 N. Cascade Ave. (west of Cutler Hall). Free and open to the public. 


David Axelrod 7 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 6:
“Uncharted Waters: The Campaign of 2016”
David Axelrod is a veteran of American politics and journalism and the former chief strategist and senior advisor to President Barack Obama.  He currently serves as director of the University of Chicago’s non-partisan Institute of Politics, senior political commentator for CNN and host of The Axe Files, a top-rated podcast jointly produced by CNN and Axelrod’s institute.  Axelrod, a former political writer for the Chicago Tribune and, later, media strategist for 150 state, local and national political campaigns, also is the author of The New York Times bestselling memoir, “Believer: My Forty Years in Politics.”
Kathryn Mohrman Theatre, 14 E. Cache La Poudre St. Free and open to the public.

Gwen Ifill: 11:30 a.m. – 2:45 p.m., Friday, Sept. 9:

Taping of “Washington Week with Gwen Ifill: Colorado Edition” and “Washington Week EXTRA: Colorado Edition.” The programs will air on Rocky Mountain PBS later the same evening at 7 p.m. MST and 7:30 p.m. MST.
(Doors close at 12:30 p.m.; taping begins at 12:45 p.m.)
Gwen Ifill is moderator and managing editor of “Washington Week” and co-anchor and managing editor of the “PBS NewsHour.”  The bestselling author of "The Breakthrough: Politics and Race in the Age of Obama,” Ifill has covered seven presidential campaigns and moderated the vice presidential debates in 2004 and 2008. Before joining PBS in 1999, she was chief congressional and political correspondent for NBC News, White House correspondent for The New York Times and a local and national political reporter for The Washington Post. 
Celeste Theatre in the Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave. Free, but space is limited and tickets are required. Go to Rmpbs.org/events for ticket information.

Jamelle Bouie 7 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 27:
Jamelle Bouie is chief political correspondent for Slate Magazine where he writes on national politics. He is based in Washington, D.C., and his work has appeared in The American Prospect, The Daily Beast, The Atlantic, The Washington Post, The New York Times, and New Yorker online. Bouie is a native of Virginia Beach, Virginia, and attended the University of Virginia, where he graduated with degrees in political and social thought, and government.
Celeste Theatre in the Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave. Free and open to the public.
Newt Gingrich 7 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 2:
Newt Gingrich is well known as the architect of the “Contract with America” that led the Republican Party to victory in 1994 by capturing a majority in the United States House of Representatives for the first time in 40 years. He was a Republican candidate for president of the United States from 2011 to 2012. Gingrich is a Fox News contributor and the author of 27 books, including 14 fiction and nonfiction New York Times best-sellers.  He is a senior advisor at Dentons, the world’s largest law firm, as well as a senior scientist at Gallup. Recognized internationally as an expert on world history, military issues, and international affairs, Gingrich is the longest-serving teacher of the Joint War Fighting course for major generals. 
Kathryn Mohrman Theatre, Armstrong Hall, 14 E. Cache La Poudre St. Free; tickets required. More information on tickets when available.
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
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